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16.29 The last witness, Bjørn Ihler, takes place in the witness box. He is an AUF member, and was 
Sydspissen, where he took care of the two children who were on the island.!!
16.30 Holden: - We are a bit overdue, so we regret that there was little wait. Can you explain what 
was the reason you were at Utøya?!!
16.30 Ihler: - I am a member of AUF, this was the third time I was on Utøya, and that's really it.!!
16.30 Holden: - How long have you gone on summer camp there?!!
16.30 Ihler: - Since I was 16, I think.!!
16.30 Holden: - And what day did you arrive?!!
16.30 Ihler: - I arrived there on Thursday 21.!!
16.30 Holden: - We have touched on Utøya safety concerns in testimony to Brenna. What did you 
think of security when you crossed over?!!
16.31 Ihler: - I was searched, I had a pocket knife that was confiscated. They were stricter that 
year than they have been before. I think they had the intention to hold me back to look through my 
stuff. There was a boat that went just as I arrived, but I was held back then, so I was sitting talking 
to the guards for an hour. And then they told that they had been stricter on security than previous 
years.!!
16.32 Holden: - When you tell how you experienced this afternoon 22 July?!!
16.33 Ihler: - We were gathered in the Great Hall, I was at a meeting on the situation in Western 
Sahara. I was already in the Great Hall and we were gathered there to be informed about the bomb 
in Oslo. Then I saw pictures from the government quarter on a mobile phone. It looked like a war 
zone. There had to have been a big explosion. I wondered what this was. While raging in mind that 
the building had been blown up, I thought it might be political terrorism. If it was, Utøya could be a 
natural next target, I thought. At the same time we were informed that Utøya was safe, that we 
would be there and that it was the safest place to be right there. The phones went round again and 
we contacted our families. After the information meeting in Oslo - and Akershus delegation I went 
to my tent and talked with my family. We talked about what had happened before we met someone 
who had arrived on the same boat as Breivik apparently had made. They were in shock over the 
situation - and then we began to hear shots.!!
16.36 - Right after came in someone with a yellow reflective vest and asked us to gather in the 
camp. Those I was with then went inland at the head of the camp while we heard shots. I thought 
and hoped it was someone who was trying to scare us. It was hard to understand what happened. 
Breivik walked in front of the main hall. I saw him shoot a person at close range at the café. The 
gun looked so strange. It looked like there were modifications on it.!!
16.37 Holden: - How far away were you when this person was shot?!!
16.38 Ihler: - I was at the extremity of the tent camp. What happened, happened along the gravel 
path along the main hall. Approximately 75 meters, I estimate. [He explains that he started 
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running.] I guess, without my knowing it, we were shot at. I have been there since then, and it is 
difficult to understand that it is possible to run there at all. I lay behind some tree roots and called 
my dad. It was unreal. Nobody thought that something like that could happen. It took a while before 
he understand how dangerous the situation was. I did not understand what was happening.!!
16.39 Holden: - Were you with anyone else at this time?!!
16.39 Ihler: - Just as I have not quite grasped it, I kept with Kjetil, which is a very good friend of 
mine.!!
16.39 Holden: - Bano Rashid?!!
16.39 Ihler: - Bano was also with us when we were at the furthest tent camp, but I do not know 
where she was from when we started to run.!!
16.40 Holden: - I can just point out that in this police interrogation of 29 August, you explained that, 
after this phone conversation with your father, you and Kjetil then ran upward path, Bano ran south.!!
16.40 Ihler: - That's right. She was very scared. Found it too, we had no idea what this was. But we 
went at least down on Kjærlighetsstien and we went to the right of where we were, that is, 
northward really. And I [name omitted] and asked people to remain low, to take off their clothes and 
exposed to be quiet. There were people standing upright and talking loudly. And even if we did not 
understand what this was, we perceived that there could be a potentially dangerous situation. So 
we urged people to stay as well hidden as possible. We moved slowly to the pump house. On the 
way there is a steep downhill. On a slope on the way down there sat a little boy on a stump. He 
looked completely lost out, so we took him. We decided to hide in a place where we have an 
overview of the trail in both directions. We communicated with miming and stuff like that. The little 
boy panicked, but at the same time I think he understood the situation and was good at being 
quiet. I held his mouth and tried to keep him calm so he would not try to run. We heard shots all the 
time sounds around us and did not know where this person was. At one time [name omitted] saw a 
person who was very tall and dressed in dark and we wanted a good look at what it was. We were 
not far from being discovered by exploring it. We decided to keep us in hiding instead of finding out 
what it was. We heard shots all the time around us and were terrified. The little boy expressed fear 
more than others did.!!
16.44 - And we were more people in the group. [Mentions those he was with.] We heard that the 
shots came closer. A large group of people came running through the woods. Me and [the boy] ran 
with them. We hit another boy who was companion to the little boy I ran with. None of them had 
seen anything of their fathers, that they were interested in finding them, but we had to run with the 
group. We followed Kjærlighetsstien south. We were particularly aware of the places that were 
open. The boys and I tried to keep track of what was going towards the island. Everything was 
possible. At one point we had to leave Kjærlighetsstien because it was a bunch of people who had 
been shot there. We had to run around them. We saw clearly what had happened there, and the 
center of the mound there was a cell phone ringing. It is something that made the biggest 
impression on me that day. I got a kind of tunnel vision.!!
16.45 Holden: - Did you recognize who was there?!!
16.45 Ihler: - I did not recognize anyone there.!!
16.45 Holden: - How did the boys react to this?!!
16.45 Ihler: - The boys reacted like me. They blocked it out and got a kind of tunnel vision. My 
tunnel vision was to keep track of the boys.!!



16.46 - We tried to get as far out on the tip as possible, and just when I lost a bit track of where the 
boys were, I found them at the back of the group. I lent my phone to one of them, and we saw that 
there were boats in the water, and that the land side was a long, long row of blue lights. We also 
saw a helicopter in the air and thought it was a police helicopter, so we started to wave with our 
clothes again. We did not know if it was safe or not, but we knew we had to get away from Utøya. 
And there was also something the boys said, they said he would never return to Utøya, Utøya that 
was ruined for him. And having lent my phone, I called my dad. When I called he, Breivik, came up 
behind me and said he was from the police and that we were safe. When he called our attention 
we turned towards him. He was in police uniform and it seemed legitimate. We thought that now 
the police must be on the island. When I turned around and saw him raise his gun, I threw myself 
into the water. The boys threw themselves at me.!!
16.49 - And I lost track of where the boys were. I sank because I had a wool sweater on that was 
terribly heavy. I got off my wool sweater and stood upright in the water. I saw him stand and shoot. 
I thought that he shot at me. I perceived it like he was aiming at me and fired but did not hit. At that 
moment it was as if my soul left the body. Breivik was maybe ten feet away and there was blood in 
the water. I felt that all hope was lost and now I could die at any time. It is an indescribable feeling: 
Now I do not exist anymore. We swam and floundered against some bushes. I swam to shore and 
got myself tucked behind some bushes. I saw several people he had met earlier. After a little while, 
one little boy and said, "He saved me, he spared me." I tried to get him to be quiet. Then we were 
together again, and I focused on the boys. It took a long while, but the boys and a girl who was 
with us was cold, so we decided to creep up on shore to warm up. None of us were hit, but we had 
tears and tried to bandaged the wounded. We were sitting on some stone slabs and wait.!!
16.52 - And while we sat there, after a while... Let me first ... I just have to say, we tried there to 
distract the boys' attention by talking to them about completely different things.. Ali Esbati came to 
us and I and he and the others also tried to talk to the boys about other things and also with each 
other, because at the time we could not bear to take in what had happened. Just beyond we could 
see human bodies floating on the water. So we talked about what we wanted for Christmas, and 
the boys talked about the drive to built a tree house. We tried not to get them to think about 
whether their parents had survived or not. While we sat there then came a policeman through the 
woods. This time a real cop, but we did not know. Then we were part way into the water until we 
realized that he was a real cop. He was wearing a helmet, and when he approached us, he 
demonstrated quite clearly that he would not shoot us, I think he took his gun behind his back or 
something.!!
16.55 - We had no choice but to trust him. He said that "the madman got caught," I think it was the 
words he used and that we had to stay there and wait. I think I tried to get him to take the boys 
because it was a strain for them. They felt extremely unsafe. I wanted them to tend to the boys. 
The boys and I knew that they had to take over those who were injured first. We were seated and 
waiting. Then came the five to six politicize people through the woods. They went out on the 
southern tip and began to aim toward the woods. I figured that there could be more, and we 
actually are not safe where we are. We had been told not to move into the island, but a policeman 
came back to us, took us to a boat and on to the mainland.!!
16.57 Holden: - What happened on the mainland?!!
16.58 Ihler: - On the mainland, it was chaotic with ambulances and police officers going about. 
There were people on stretchers with life-threatening major damage. There were people in panic, 
screaming. We tried to move up to the main road. There were dunes. I stood with the boys. I would 
not let go of them until I found that they were in safe hands. It was complete chaos with many 
ambulances trying to reach. We were brought on board in health express. I borrowed a phone and 
got told my father that I was safe. I said it before, but there was a time when I was not in safety. I 
was brought to Sundvollen Hotel where I was registered and the boys were eventually taken care 
of by health professionals. I was told to take a quick shower. Me and a friend found a hotel room. 



We tried to watch the news to get an overview. I understood then that Jens Stoltenberg was alive, 
since he stood there and spoke on television.!!
17.00 Holden: - So I know that you were picked up by your parents around twelve or one, and went 
home. So we should look into what happens afterwards, how has it been?!!
17.01 Ihler: - The first day was absolutely terrible, it felt like everything happened on Sundvolden, 
all information was Sundvolden. [He talks about when he saw police officers for the first time 
afterwards.] Seeing policemen after what had happened was terrible. We had all confidence in the 
police before 22 July and Breivik stripped off that confidence when he dressed in a police uniform. 
[Breivik smiles.] Then I met a friend of mine who had almost been through the same as me, and it 
helped a lot. Being able to talk to someone who understands, that has been very important in the 
aftermath.!!
17.03 - We talked about it and were told that the next day would be a gathering of survivors 
AUFers from Oslo. The next day I was at the gathering place for AUFers. It was gathering for some 
time to come, and particularly when nominal lists of those who had died came, it was important to 
gather and talk about the ones we have lost and the experiences we had on Utøya. But what was 
perhaps most important was when we were talking about completely different things. When we 
went to the cinema, the experience to be with a group that had experienced this and then do 
something completely different was an extremely great relief.!!
17.03 Holden: - And from cinema visits and up to today?!!
17.04 Ihler: - Things have been better. I struggle with loud noises and loud bangs. When I heard 
doors slammed, I was back at Utøya and looked for places to hide and I struggled to see police 
officers, helicopters and ambulances. Since then, it's gone in waves. There have been periods that 
have been as bad as the first time. [Explains about this]. [Explains how he experienced difficult 
periods]. I had that goal that I was going back to study in Liverpool. [Explains about who has given 
him the support to reach that goal]. I came back to study, but to stay there required that I changed 
apartments. The GPS coordinates of where I lived first were in the manifest, so I was worried. A 
good friend and I moved into a house some distance away there.!!
17.06 - The university I go to has been very supportive. I know I can get help. At the same time 
distance to what happened here has to be created in Liverpool, and it has at times been frustrating. 
There were a lot happening in Norway, and I only kept updated via online newspapers. What 
irritated me the most at this time was when the justice minister called the attorney Larsen and 
asked her to curb criticism. I was worried for my country, that a single case would change the way 
we handled things, that the Attorney General could affect individual cases that way.!!
17.08 - The forces have been set in motion to change society in many ways. And I will not give 
terrorism the power to change society. That worried me. I went back to Oslo and spoke with Jan 
Bohler to get clarity on what was going on here. It turned out that it was not as big a concern. I was 
back at the first prison meeting that the survivors could attend. I wanted to know that the trial 
should go as it should.!!
17.09 Holden: - You have been closely following what happened?!!
17.09 Ihler: - [Ihler tells of a heavy period at Christmas. He says he has struggled with studies after 
Christmas.]!!
17.10 - I began to pursue things I like to do. Theatre, shows and plays. I started working for the 
Norwegian Opera. Though things were difficult, I struggled with concentration, "flashbacks," grief. I 
suddenly felt deep sorrow at certain times. [Ihler said again there were especially heavy periods 
before Easter and before the trial]!!



17.11 Holden: - You have explained the experiences of the island and its aftermath. Before we 
round off: Can you say something briefly about ideas for the future?!!
17.11 Ihler: - I hope to continue with what I would pursue. It is a form of political activism by being a 
theatre and film producer. I have the ambition to make entertainment films with underlying political 
message. I think I'm going back to Liverpool.!!
17.12 Holden - Have you had contact with the two boys afterward?!!
17.12 Ihler: - I've met them once afterward. We played Playstation and they were on their way back 
to their regular lives. As children, they had an amazing ability to maybe play away evil, and come 
back to life. They are wonderful boys.!!
17.13 Holden - It was fitting place to draw the line.!!
17.13 Arntzen: - Have defending any questions?!!
17.13 Lippestad: - A few. You've explained, Ihler, that you saw Breivik on several occasions. You 
said little about it, but I would like you to try to remember some more. Do you remember what you 
thought about him when you saw him on Sydspissen?!!
17.14 Ihler: - He moved controlled, and what I perceived as slow in many ways, calculated. The 
whole performance was very quiet, at least in terms of what the situation was. There was no 
yelling, there was no sudden movements or running, it was that he quietly lifted his gun and started 
shooting.!!
17.15 Lippestad: - You used the word "calculated", can you elaborate on that?!!
17.15 Ihler: - There are mainly... this is the perception that I might have formed, but I thought some 
about the way he moved on, that is a very calm and cool way. It seemed like there was a plan 
behind all the movements, the way I experienced it, then.!!
17.16 Lippestad: - You said early on that [name omitted], when you lay in the reeds there, shouting 
something like, "He saved me." How do you see that? Did you think that he might have spared 
him? "!!
17.16 Ihler: - I thought it might be a situation where he had been missed, for example, how he 
stood there and a shot had been deflected. I did not think at the time that it was a deliberate act not 
to shoot him.!!
17.17 Lippestad: - [name omitted] But how do you think he felt about that?!!
17.17 Ihler: - I think he felt like he was spared.!!
17.17 Lippestad: - You also said that Breivik came up right behind you and said he was from the 
police. Can you elaborate on the situation?!!
17.18 Ihler: - We heard he was behind us and he called upon our attention, I turned to him and saw 
he was in police uniform. I still had my dad on the phone as far as I remember. I saw Breivik lift his 
rifle, then I lost my phone.!!
17.19 Lippestad: - When he lifted his rifle, he performed in such a way that it could be a real cop?!!
17.19 Ihler: - He did not act directly threatening, it is a matter of nanoseconds this. I saw he raised 
his rifle.!!



17.20 Lippestad: - Why do you think he said he was a cop?!!
17.20 Ihler: - I think it was so we were not going to run away, or so we should get up from 
Skolestua.!!
17.20 Assistant Attorney General Anne-Gry Rønning-Aaby shows an image from Sydspissen and 
asks Ihler to explain where he was sitting with the two boys when Breivik was referring to him.!!
17.21 Ihler: - When I was aiming at, I was in the water. I understood that he was referring to me 
and not the boys.!!
17.21 Lawyer Rønning-Aaby: - Did you have the impression that the boys would be spared?!!
17.22 Ihler: - We understood that we were in the same danger as everyone else on Utøya. 
[Showing the picture where he was when Breivik came out on Sydspissen] [Showcases a new 
picture and asks Ihler to describe what he sees] I had no control over the boys right then, so I felt 
that he was referring to me, no one else. I think we were sitting in the bushes there. It was where 
we hid. It is natural that this is us.!!
17.23 Rønning-Aaby: - The time was 18:30. You said you hid in the bushes there, but also part of 
the pump housing. Can you say a little about what kind of communication there was between those 
who hid in the various places there?!!
17.23 Ihler: - We tried to keep track of where the shots were coming from and stuff like that. Via 
hand signals, so we were in a way agreed that those who were at the pump house would go one 
way and we should go the other. So we agreed there.!!
17.24 Rønning-Aaby: - So you talked to your father and your mother on the phone. What did you 
talk about?!!
17.24 Ihler: - I can not remember talking to my mom on the phone, but I can remember having 
heard her in the background while I talked to my dad, and it sounded as if she had panicked, she 
understood what took place and was very worried. My father remained calmer, he instructed me in 
what I should do. It went on to keep myself as invisible as possible. He gave me very strict orders 
not to try to be a hero. He said I should not try to put myself in danger by saving some. They only 
heard that I was still breathing because most of the time I was silent.!!
17.25 Rønning-Aaby: - These two boys. Did you ever think they had contact with Breivik if it was 
only on the southern tip?!!
17.25 Ihler: - I think that was the only contact they had.!!
17.25 Rønning-Aaby: - How did the boys behave?!!
17.25 Ihler: - They understood how serious it was. Although they were very young, they understood 
the seriousness of the situation. They had panicked, but figured they had to be quiet. Although it 
was difficult for them to maintain control, they managed it very well.!!
17.26 Rønning-Aaby: - The last image. This is from the land side. Can you tell how you did it?!!
17.26 Ihler: - I stood with them. They were very upset, they cried. I stood there with them and tried 
to fit them. The whole situation was so far away from a normal reality that it was absolutely terrible 
for both me and the boys.!!
17.27 Frode Elgesem: - When was the meeting with the boys?!!



17.27 Ihler: - Late in August. I do not know what happened to them after that.!!
17.27 Judge Arntzen: - Then you're done here. Thank you for attending.!!
17.27 Ihler: - You're welcome.!!
17.27 Arntzen: - Court is adjourned.!!
17.27 Breivik stands up and talks to his defense while the courtroom empties.!!
17.28 Breivik smiles before he is handcuffed and led out of the courtroom.


